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ON SACRED MUSIC. 

THAT there exists a God, the 
Supreme GpvernoroC the uni- 
Terse, the Creator and Preserver of 
all his works, the Rewarder of good, 
&nd the Punisher of evil, no nation 
or people upon earth presume to de- 
ny. That we are uuder certain obli- 
gations to this great and powerful 
Being, all acknowledge. That there 
are certain duties incumbent on us, 
as inferior, dependant creatures, the 
performance of Which He requires of 
Hg, and which it will be highly pre- 
sumptuous and ungrateful on bur part 
to refuse, all likewise acknowledge. 

Of those duties, one; on account of 
its superior rank and importance, 
glands eminently distinguished. This 
is praise* This is a, duty which every 
nation upon earth, Cbristi^an, Pagan, 
or Mahotnetanj barbarous or civiliz- 
ed, consider sacred and indispens- 
able ; and the performance of which 
they consider essentially necessary 
towards gaining them the favour and 
approbation of the Deity. It is a 
duty dictated by nature, and approv- 
ed of by reason and revelation. It 
is a duty which all rational creatures 
should delight to perform. It is a 
duty peculiarly incumbent on man, 
who, gifted with the noble faculty of 
speech, is in some measure the con- 
stituted high-priest of nature, the 
▼oice of all creation. 

From the earliest ages, the praises 
of our Creator have been accompa- 
nied by music, vocal, or instrumen- 
tal Music, the grand, sublime, hea- 
venly science of music, has always 
been found to strangely aflect our 
souls. It produces sensatiuDs, the 
most tender, retined, and delicate. 
Sensations, indescribable and unut- 
terable. Sensations, strong beyond 
the power of expression. Sensations, 
•f that pure, exalted, spiritual na- 



ture, which, w^ may probably con- 
jecture, the happy spirits will enjoy 
in a future state. 

Music, on account of possessing 
these extraordinary powers, has al- 
ways been considered peculiarly suit* 
able for Divine service; and the rude, 
unlettered barbarian, as well as tha 
polished Greek, has kindled the san 
cred flame upon the holy altar, and 
devoutly chaunted the hymn of praise 
to his favourite Deity. 

The ancient Jews were peculiarly 
distinguished for the pomp, splen- 
dour, and magnificence of their ex« 
ternal worship. Their temple ser- 
vice was most grand and awful : such 
as became the sincere worshippers 
of the most high God. JVjusic was 
there, by the express command of 
Heaven, rendered sacred. A regulaf 
choir was established by King Solo* 
tnon I all sorts of musical instruments 
were consecrated to the service of 
the Deity; and the sacred courts of 
God's holy temple resounded with 
the hymn of thanksgiving, and tha 
anthem of praise to Israel's Almighty 
King. 

In modern timesi it is to be la- 
mented, wretched prejudice, and bl* 
gotry, have, in too many places, 
operated successfully in preventing 
this most grand and delightful part 
of external worship, from becoming 
pleasing and interesting. In how 
few places of public worship in Ire« 
land, will we hear any tbmg, that 
can, with any degree of propriety, 
be called sacred music. Instead of 
that, a dull, unmeaning sound, will 
be heard, the wretched remains of 
some old psalm-tune, harsh and grat- 
ing to the feelings, insipid and dis- 
gusting to a refined taste, which will 
absolutely offend and shock a musi- 
cal ear. This will be sung, or rather 
bawled, without the smallest regard 
being paid to the rules of music; and 
frequently attended with such estia- 
ordinary aud frightful grimaces, by 
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the person who officiates as clerk, 
that it is with extreme difficulty a 
stranger can retain sufficient se|f 
commanH,as to compose the muscles 
of his face, and behave with becom- 
ing decorora ajid propriety. Is t*iis 
a prof/er substitute for sacred music ? 
Can these wild, harsh, discordant 
scunds, be most appropriate for ac- 
companying sacred poetry? Most 
proper for exciting love, gratitude, 
devotion, and every tender and ex- 
quisite feeling in the human breast ? 
Most pleasing and acceptable to the 
Deity ? Gh ! blush, ye bigots, for 
such monstrous, such glaring absur- 
dities ! The language of the lips 
can avail notbini;, except the heart 
be tuned to devotion ; and that this 
can be the case,, whilst our ears are 
stunned, and our feelings disgusted 
by sounds so barbarous and unmusi- 
cal, is morally impossible. 

That a reformation in this sublime 
part of Divine service, is necessary, 
in most of our houses of public wor- 
ship, must be universatty acknow- 
ledged. That in this enlightened 
age, boasting- of so. many valuable 
improvements, in the arts, and sci- 
ences, no attempts have been made 
to introduce a taste for sacred music, 
isabsolutely astonishing. That when 
the art of oratory is so improved, that 
there are few bouses of public wor- 
ship, but can boast of an able, elo- 
quent, and accomplished minister, 
this necessary part of Divine service 
«hould be perforiiied, in so- lileless, 
pitiful, and disgusting a manner, is 
certainly extraordinary. To what 
can this be owing ? Has our coun- 
trymen a natural aversion to music ? 
Hoi On other occasions they are 
as fond of music as their neighbours. 
Do they consider discord pleasing, 
and music oftensive to the Deity .? 
No ! Eeason and revelation afford 
no ground for such an absurd, iira- 
lional supposition. To what can it 



then be owing ? It is custom, " the 
plague of wise men, and the idol 
of fools," that has attached them to 
a certain fwra of external worsinp. 
Their forefathers sung the |isalnis of 
David, to a particular set of tunes, 
and in a pernliar manner ; and tliejr 
as dutiful children, are fully resolved 
to diligently tread in their steps, and 
do the same ; and are determined to 
zealoiisly oppose all reformation, as 
an impious and sacrilegious attempt 
to innovate on cusloms, rendered sa- 
cred, and venerable, by their age and 
antiquity. Oh, bigotry ! to what a 
humiliating and degrading condition 
dost thou reduce human nature ! In 
■vain reason would elevate her voice, 
and attempt to enlighten, and recti- 
fy the mistaken judgment of thy vo- 
tary ; thy baneful, but powerful in- 
fluence, counteracts and frustrates 
her benevolent exertions; he remains 
blinded, and enveloped in the gloomy 
mists of darkness and ignorance ! 

It is to be hoped the time is api 
proaching, when the enlightening 
rays of truth will dispose men ko 
divest themselves of prejudice and 
prepossession ; to think, speak, 
and act, like reasonable, rational 
creatures, and to exercise thosfe 
mental powers, the possession of 
which distinguish them from the 
brute creation. It is to be h6ped, 
the happy time is approaching, wbeii 
Religion will be viewed in all her 
native, undisguised beauty. When 
all the duties she requires of us, will 
be performed with ardour. When 
her reign on. earth will be triumph- 
ant and glorious. When superstition, 
bigotry, and tanaticism, will vanish 
froni before her refulgent presence. 
When every voice will be tuned to 
harmony, and every sweet atiection 
of the human heart, spontaneously 
arise to Heaven. Then ail the na- 
tions, which overspread the earth, 
will cordially unite in channting one 
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grand, solemn anthem of praise and 
thanksgiving 10 the great Author of 
their existence. 

Marcellus. 

T» tkt Pnfriefors of tie Bdfatt Magazine. 

Gentlemen, 

HAVJNG sent you some papers 
relative to the economy and 
management of Bees, which were 
inserted in your truly patriotic mis- 
cellany, i beg leave to add a few 
farther remarks on that subject, sug- 
gested by what lately occurred to 
juy observation. 

In the latter end of Joly, 1811, 
I was-presented by a friend with a 
hi«e of Bees, just swarmed. It being 
so late in the'season, 1 did not cher- 
ish very sanguine hopes of their 
doing well. However, as the wea- 
ther proved favourable until near 
November, I k^d hopes, that by 
careful management, they might 
weather the winter. In this I was 
not disappointed; and having fed' 
them carefully in February and 
March, I was pleased to find them 
pretty strong in April. During the 
summer, however, they did not ex- 
hibit iu strength and numbers an 
appearance equal to my expecta- 
tion. I saw no drones, nor any in- 
crease of numbers in the hive. And 
although the few which appeared, 
wtought very assiduously on a bed 
of mignionette, which I had provid- 
ed on purpose, until near Ociober ; 
in the beginning of that month, I 
found all the bees dead, having left 
about a poiirnl or a pound and half 
of hon«y in the hive. 

Now, froni these appearances, I 
conjecture, that the bees died of age. 
Therenever appeared to be any iij- 
crease o^ the number of bees, which 
I attribute to the queen having' died. 
That there was no queen, I con- 
clude, from my not having been 
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able to observe any royal cell ia 
the combs, for which I searched 
with care. And these observations 
appear to me to establish thr«e facts 
relative to bees : — 

1. That bees will inhabit a hive, 
and work vigorously, .without a 
queen, or any prospect of one being 
produced. 

2. That the working bees have 
not, of themselves, nor even with the 
aid of drones, aoy power of creat- 
ing or producing a queen-bee. 

.3. That a bee's age does not ex- 
tend to much beyond the period of a 
year. 

I submit these remarks to those of 
your intelligent readers, who are 
conversant with this subject, who 
will set me right, if i, have fallen 
into ei'ror. 

A.Z. 

T» the Prtprietmrt t/Ae Bdfiut Magashu. 
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OBSERVE in the Newry Tele- 
graph, some discussion as to the 
propriety of having some alteration 
made in the rules of the several 
Bible societies, so as to favour the 
distribution of the Doway Bible 
among Roman Catholics. The rule, 
that the cppies of the Scriptures to 
be distributed, $haU be onaccom- 
patiied by any comment, excludes 
this Bible, ai\d, of course, prevents 
the members of the Romish Church 
from enjoying any benefit from 
those institutions. Now, 1 put it 
to the public, and particnlarly to 
those of your readers and correspon- 
dents who are interested in the sub- 
ject, if it would not be well for the 
Hibernian Bible Society to new- 
model the rule, so as to embrace tl)e 
distribution of the Roman Catholjc 
Bible. 1 am not one of t(iose who, 
wheii any relaxation in favour of the 
Catholics is proposed, are ready with 
the cry, " the church is in danger," 



